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Abstract

The presence of accessible, barrier-free facilities represents the level of importance society attaches
to the wellbeing of the disabled; it is an indication of a civilized society and the basis of happy aging.
As public service venues frequented by patients and older adults, hospital buildings should regard
accessibility a top priority. However, given that the building codes on accessibility only encompass
architectural design, accessibility requirements may be overlooked when amenities and equipment
are added after the completion of a building, which consequently impact their convenience of use.
This paper examines the origin and spirit of buildings codes on accessibility, explores problems
commonly encountered in hospital buildings, and proposes suggestions and recommendations
for improvement. The contributions of this paper may help improve the safety and accessibility of
hospital environment and prepare it for the challenges of a super-aged society.
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